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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, TH 

SUBJECT: THAI GOVERNMENT FORMATION 

1. IN VIEW OF THE RECENT REPORTS THAT SENI MAY ENCOUNTER 
SERIOUS MILITARY OPPOSITION TO HIS EFFORTS TO FORM A GOVERN- 
MENT, WE ASSUME THAT ALL MEMBERS OF THE BANGKOK DIPLOMATIC 
MISSION ARE FOLLOWING A STRICT HANDS-OFF POLICY TOWARD THE 
CURRENT CABINET FORMATION PROCESS IN THAILAND. SPECIFICALLY, 
WE TRUST THAT NO OFFICIAL AMERICANS WOULD UNINTENTIONALLY 
OR OTHERWISE PASS SIGNALS TO THEIR THAI CONTACTS WITHOUT 
YOUR KNOWLEDGE THAT THE U.S. WOULD FAVOR A RETURN TO 
MILITARY RULE IN THAILAND. 

2. OUR POLICY IS THAT THE FORMATION OF A NEW GOVERNMENT 
IS SOMETHING FOR THE THAIS THEMSELVES TO WORK OUT. THEY 
SHOULD DO THIS COMPLETELY ON THEIR OWN AND SHOULD NOT 
PROCEED UNDER ANY FALSE ASSUMPTIONS THAT WE WOULD PARTI- 
CULARLY FAVOR A RETURN TO THE OLD REGIME. IF A MILITARY 
DOMINATED GOVERNMENT SHOULD EMERGE NATURALLY FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT FORMATION PROCESS, WE WILL OF COURSE SEEK GOOD 
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WORKING RELATIONS WITH IT, BUT WE WILL DO EXACTLY THE SAME 
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THING IF A CIVILIAN DOMINATED OR A JOINT MILITARY-CIVILIAN 
CABINET SHOULD COME TO PASS. KISSINGER 
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